
Your support, as always, is much appreciated.        

For those wanting to make payments directly to     

our bank account, these are the details: 

Account Name: St John’s Catholic Church Riverstone 

BSB: 067950 

Account No: 00000172 

Message: (Name of parishioner) 

OR 

Weekly Envelopes OR 

Tap & Go OR 

Credit Card Donations OR 

Collection Plates at Mass 

 

Please note - collection plates: 

1st Collection - Diocese of Parramatta 

2nd Collection - Riverstone Parish 

For Sale -  God’s Word Book $20 each. 

                Columban Calendars  $10 each 

Please visit the Piety store to purchase any of these    

items.  

Piety Store - Opening Hours 

Sundays                                  Tuesdays 

10am -  12pm                        10am - 11am 

Unfortunately, piety items are not available for             

purchase from the parish office.       

Youth Group Parish Funds 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for Catholic Care’s     

Assistance with Care and Housing Service  

 
Thank you to our generous parishioners who have 

already donated to this appeal.  

 

Please note that our Parish will need to meet a  

quota from the Diocese of Parramatta for this     

appeal. Our donations are currently being counted. 

Church Roster 

        January 2023  Counters -  A Hoare/J Shipley   Cleaners  -  M Camilleri    Thank you to all of our volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
       St John’s Parish, Riverstone  

                   Youth Group   

   2023 dates will be available early next year.                  

 
Date 

 
Welcomers 

 
Mass 
Co-ord. 

 
Acolytes 

 
Readers 

 
Prayers of  the 
Faithful 

 
Children’s 
Liturgy 

 
Choir/Power 
Point 

 
Special 
Ministers 

Sat  31st 
Dec 6pm 
 

Volunteer Sultana 
family 

Volunteer A Jaszcyzszyn 
Volunteer 

M Sultana M Galati  Katie Cameron 
& Paul Sultana 

M Sultana 

Sun 1st 
Jan 7am 

A Lomano R Bigeni R Bigeni C Wickman 
E Sultana 

P Perera None Power point V Bonnici 
F Bonnici 

Sun 1st 
Jan 9am 

Sullivan 
family 

R Brown J Padernia V Sultana 
L Fernandez 

G Fernandez J Sullivan San Pedro 
Calungsod 

J Sullivan 
R Brown 

Sun 1st 
Jan 
10:30am 

Volunteer H Greedy J Padernia F Dcruz 
A Dcruz 

C Mascarenhas S Corben Jenchris & Co 
 
 

H Greedy 

Piety Store 

Appeals 

Riverstone Christmas Masses  

 

Masses 

Sat 24 Dec  6pm  Children’s Christmas 

                    9pm  Christmas Eve 

Sun 25 Dec 7am, 9am, 10:30am Christmas Day        

   

        (No 8:30am Mass on Sat 24 Dec  
        No Masses on Boxing Day Mon 26 Dec)    

  Saturday 31 January 2022          8:30am Mass 

  Mary, the Holy Mother of God    6pm Vigil Mass 

  (No Children’s Liturgy at this Vigil Mass) 

 

 Sunday  01 January 2023             7am Mass 

 Mary, the Holy Mother of God     9am Mass 

                                                        10:30am Mass 

  

First Friday Mass    Fri     6 Jan 2023     7:30pm 

Anointing Maas       Sat     7 Jan 2023     8:30am                                                 

Riverstone New Year & 2023 Masses 

 If you would like to promote your services ,  

 please contact the parish office to discuss this                  

opportunity. 

 

Advertising 

Marriage 

Please give 6 months notice 

Baptism From November 2022 - 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 

Baptism Information Night 

First Tuesday of each month at 7pm 

Marriage & Baptism 

By arrangement during office hours 

 

St John The Evangelist 

Catholic Church 

Riverstone 

 
A spiritual home for the community 

 offering hope and help for all in need 

Parish Priest: Fr Zakaria Gayed 

Parish Secretary: Melissa Spence 

Parish Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-2pm 

Phone: 9627-1176  

Email: stjohns10@bigpond.com 

Website: www.stjohnsriverstone.org.au 

Address: 164 Garfield Rd East,  

 Riverstone NSW 2765 

St Johns Primary School: 9854-3200 

Principal: Mrs Jane Misek 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm 

Sunday Morning 7am, 9am & 10:30am 

Weekday & Morning Mass Times 

Tuesday-Saturday 8:30am 

First Friday  8:30am & 7:30pm 

Anointing Mass 

First Saturday of each month at 8:30am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for  

Vocations 

Tuesday after 8:30am Mass 

Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help 

Wednesday after 8:30am Mass 

Mass, Benediction & Rosary 

Friday 8:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday   4:30pm-5:30pm 

                                                                                

Prayer Group 

Friday   10am 

               25 December 2022 

   The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 

First Reading  Is 52:7-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

All the ends of the earth shall see the saving power of our 
God. 
How beautiful on the mountains, are the feet of one who 

brings good news, who heralds peace, brings happiness, 

proclaims salvation, and tells Zion, 

‘Your God is king!’ 

Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices, 

they shout for joy together, 

for they see the Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion. 

Break into shouts of joy together, 

you ruins of Jerusalem;  

for the Lord is consoling his people, redeeming Jerusalem. 

The Lord bares his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, 

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 

God. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 97:1-6. R. v.3 

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power         
of God. 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord  

for he has worked wonders. 

His right hand and his holy arm 

have brought salvation.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power         
of God. 



  The Lord has made known his salvation;  

has shown his justice to the nations. 

He has remembered his truth and love 

for the house of Israel.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power           
of God. 

All the ends of the earth have seen                                          

the salvation of our God.                                                 

Shout to the Lord all the earth,                                        

ring out your joy.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power           
of God. 

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp,                                

with the sound of music.                                                    

With trumpets and the sound of the horn                                

acclaim the King, the Lord.  

All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power           
of God. 

 

Second Reading   Heb 1:1-6 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

In our own time, God speaks to us through his Son. 

At various times in the past and in various different ways, 

God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets; but in our 

own time, the last days, he has spoken to us through his 

Son, the Son that he has appointed to inherit everything 

and through whom he made everything there is. He is the 

radiant light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of his      

nature, sustaining the universe by his powerful command; 

and now that he has destroyed the defilement of sin, he has 

gone to take his place in heaven at the right hand of divine 

Majesty. So he is now as far above the angels as the title 

which he has inherited is higher than their own name. 

God has never said to any angel: You are my Son, today I 

have become your father, or: I will be a father to him and 

he a son to me. Again, when he brings the First-born into 

the world, he says: Let all the angels of God worship him. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Gospel Acclamation    
Alleluia, alleluia! 

A holy day has dawned upon us. 

Come you nations and adore the Lord. 

Today a great light has come upon the earth.  

Alleluia! 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your Spirit. 

 

Gospel   Jn 1:1-5. 9-14 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 

saw his glory. 

In the beginning was the Word: 

the Word was with God 

and the Word was God. 

He was with God in the beginning. 

 

Through him all things came to be, 

not one thing had its being but through him. 

All that came to be had life in him 

and that life was the light of men, 

a light that shines in the dark, 

a light that darkness could not overpower. 

The Word was the true light 

that enlightens all men; 

and he was coming into the world. 

He was in the world 

that had its being through him, 

and the world did not know him. 

He came to his own domain 

and his own people did not accept him. 

But to all who did accept him 

he gave power to become children of God, 

to all who believe in the name of him 

who was born not out of human stock 

or urge of the flesh 

or will of man 

but of God himself. 

The Word was made flesh, 

he lived among us. 

And we saw his glory, 

the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, 

full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

Mon   26 Dec    St Stephen 

Tues   27 Dec    St John 

Wed    28 Dec   The Holy Innocents 

Fri       30 Dec  The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph 

 

 

Oh God, who through the 

blessed Apostle John have 

unlocked  for us  the        

secrets of your Word, 

grant, we pray, that we 

may grasp  with proper 

understanding what he 

has so marvellously 

brought to our ears. 

Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. Amen.  

Prayer to St John the Evangelist 

Liturgical Feasts this Week 

 

Christmas Mass Offering Envelopes are in the porch.  

These donations go directly to the Riverstone Parish. 

Please place your envelope on the 2nd collection plate. 
 

Defibrillator  - In case of an emergency—Please be 

aware that our Defibrillator has now be installed on 

the wall behind the priest carpark/toilets. 

There is a green sign on the wall to show 

where it is. It has been placed in this posi-

tion, so that it may be accessed by the pub-

lic, even when the church is closed.  

Thank you again to Frank Zelasko who 

worked hard to have this life-saving        

machine donated to our Parish.                              

Thank you to the kind parishioner who donated the 

cabinet and installed the machine. 
 

NEW Riverstone Parish Website. We are excited to an-

nounce the launch of our new Parish website. 

Our parishioners are invited to view our new website:  

https://www.stjohnsriverstone.org.au/ 

Or just type in st johns church riverstone in your 

search bar. The website will now be managed by the 

parish office. We would like to thank our “New     

Website” Team Jerry Teuma, Tony Brooker & Peter 

Sullivan for giving their time and  expertise to          

complete this project. We would also like to thank 

Jerry Teuma and Peter Long who originally launched 

our website many years ago & managed the website 

weekly. We are very grateful. 

 

School Holiday Fun! 

St John’s Eagles Indoor Soccer Round Robin 

Indoor Sports Centre, Corner Hamilton St and Garfield 

Rd, Riverstone Wednesday 25 January 2023. 9.30am -

2.30pm Opened to boys and girls aged 5-16 Cost of $15 

per person includes a sausage sizzle and a ticket for 

Lucky Door Prize. You may just turn up on the day to 

play. Bring your friends and enjoy the day. 

 

For Sale - The Craft Ladies are selling plants. These 

plants are displayed under the pergola. Prices are       

displayed on a sign in the area. If you would like to      

purchase a plant, please see Fr Zak or Jenny, from the 

piety store. 

    

Gluten free hosts  are available for those who wish to  

receive Holy Communion. To arrange, please contact the 

parish office the week before. 

 

Tea & Coffee After Mass - Everyone is welcome, after 

Mass on Sunday mornings, in the church hall. 

                                                     

The Friday Prayer Group is having a break over            

Christmas. The group will return Fri 6th January 2023. 

                                 
 Thank you Tony Zahra and Joe for preparing the            
parish grounds for our Christmas  Celebrations. 
Thank you  Joe Murace for your  ongoing help with 
maintenance on the parish grounds.                              
 

 

 

 
For those who have died: 

All Souls, John & Rosy Attard, Philip Azzopardi, 

Br Joe Byrne, Anthony Buttigieg, Sam Bugeja, 

Alex Calleja, John Cannata, John Grima,       

Alan Hoare, Maureen Muccillo, Peter Shipley, 

Chris, John & Maryann Sultana and Sultana 

family, Joe Camilleri, Domenico Pollefroni,                     

Harriet Perera, Nunziato Orlando & family, 

Procopia family, Frances Miles, Julian Pontelli 

Emmanuel & Mary Haber, Julian & Rose               

Portelli, Paul & Josephine Zammit,                        

Paul & Josephine Galea. 

For those who are sick: 

Especially Adrian Bugeja and those in our            

parish community.         

   

The First Church Collections plus donations from                   

Marriages, Baptisms and Funerals and goes directly       

towards supporting the various ministries of the          

Diocese of  Parramatta, including the priest salary funds.                          

 

The Second Church Collection goes directly into our         

Parish Account. This account is used for                            

administrative expenses, repairs & maintenance,              

insurance, church supplies, wages, sacrament supplies, 

SRE   resources, telephone and electricity.  

Thank you for supporting our parish & the Catholic Church 

 

 

Fr Zakaria and the Parish Team would 
like to wish everyone in our Parish the 
choicest blessings for this holy season of 
our Saviour’s Birth. They also offer     
sincere thanks for the many expressions 

of kindness and the many good wishes received.              
You are all assured of fond remembrance in our masses 
and prayers.   

 

RIVERSTONE PARISH CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 

1st Prize  -  Carmen Wickman   Green B052 

2nd Prize  -  Joyce Bugeja          Green B018 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Please Note: No Baptism Class in January 2023                

 

Sacraments 2023 dates will be available early Feb 2023. 

 

Parish Notices Prayers for our Community 

Collection Plates 

Sacraments 


