
     If you would like to promote your services , contact the parish office to discuss this opportunity. 

Your support, as always, is much appreciated.        

For those wanting to make payments directly to     

our bank account, these are the details: 

Account Name: St John’s Catholic Church Riverstone 

BSB: 067950 

Account No: 00000172 

Message: (Name of parishioner) 

OR 

Weekly Envelopes OR 

Tap & Go OR 

Credit Card Donations OR 

Collection Plates at Mass 

 

Please note - collection plates: 

1st Collection - Diocese of Parramatta 

2nd Collection - Riverstone Parish 

For Sale -  God’s Word Book $20 each. 

                Columban Calendars  $10 each 

          Christmas Raffle Tickets  

                  $2 ea or 3 for $5 

Please visit the Piety store to purchase any of these 

items. There are also some lovely Christmas items to          

purchase for gifts at the store. 

Piety Store - Opening Hours 

Sundays                                  Tuesdays 

10am -  12pm                        10am - 11am 

Unfortunately, piety items are not available for             

purchase from the parish office.       

Youth Group Parish Funds 

Advertising 

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal for Catholic Care’s     

Assistance with Care and Housing Service  

 
Thank you to our generous parishioners who have 

already donated to this appeal.  

 

Please note that our Parish will need to meet a  

quota from the Diocese of Parramatta for this     

appeal. Our donations are currently being counted. 

Church Roster 

        December 2022     Counters -  A Hoare/J Shipley   Cleaners  -  Volunteer     Thank you to all of our volunteers. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                
       St John’s Parish, Riverstone  

                   Youth Group   

2023 dates will be available early next year.                  

 
Date 

 
Welcom-
ers 

 
Mass 
Co-ord. 

 
Acolytes 

Collection 
Plates 

 
Readers 

 
Prayers of  the 
Faithful 

 
Choir/Power 
Point 

Sat 24th 
6pm 
Children’s 

Children Children J Padernia 2 inside 
2 outside 

Children 
 

Children  Paul Sultana 

Sat 24th 
9pm 
Vigil 

  J Teuma 2 inside 
2 outside 

  Katie Cameron 

Sun 18th 
7am 
Day 

  R Bigeni R Bigeni 2 inside 
2 outside 

  Jenchris & Co 

Sun18th 
9am 
Day 

 R Brown J Padernia 2 inside 
2 outside 

  Erlinda & Co 

Sun 18th 
10:30am 

 H Greedy  2 inside 
2 outside 

  Raymond & Co 
 
 

Piety Store 

Appeals 

Riverstone Christmas Masses 
 

Masses 

 

Sat 24 Dec  6pm  Children’s Christmas 

                    9pm  Christmas Eve 

Sun 25 Dec 7am, 9am, 10:30am Christmas Day        

   

        (No 8:30am Mass on Sat 24 Dec  
        No Masses on Boxing Day Mon 26 Dec)        
 

Reconciliation (First Rite/Individual) 

 

Wed    21 Dec  10am – 11am  and  7pm – 8pm 

Thurs  22 Dec 10am – 11am  and  7pm – 8pm 

Fri       23 Dec 10am – 11am 

          

         (No Reconciliation on Sat 24 Dec) 

Marriage 

Please give 6 months notice 

Baptism From November 2022 - 

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month 

Baptism Information Night 

First Tuesday of each month at 7pm 

Marriage & Baptism 

By arrangement during office hours 

 

St John The Evangelist 

Catholic Church 

Riverstone 

 
A spiritual home for the community 

 offering hope and help for all in need 

Parish Priest: Fr Zakaria Gayed 

Parish Secretary: Melissa Spence 

Parish Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-2pm 

Phone: 9627-1176  

Email: stjohns10@bigpond.com 

Website: www.stjohnsriverstone.org.au 

Address: 164 Garfield Rd East,  

 Riverstone NSW 2765 

St Johns Primary School: 9854-3200 

Principal: Mrs Jane Misek 

 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm 

Sunday Morning 7am, 9am & 10:30am 

Weekday & Morning Mass Times 

Tuesday-Saturday 8:30am 

First Friday  8:30am & 7:30pm 

Anointing Mass 

First Saturday of each month at 8:30am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for  

Vocations 

Tuesday after 8:30am Mass 

Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help 

Wednesday after 8:30am Mass 

Mass, Benediction & Rosary 

Friday 8:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday   4:30pm-5:30pm 

                                                                                

Prayer Group 

Friday   10am 

            18 December 2022 

             Fourth Sunday of Advent 

First Reading  Is 7:10-14 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah  

The virgin will conceive. 

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God 

for a sign for yourself coming either from the depths of 

Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I 

will not put the Lord to the test.’ 

Then Isaiah said: 

‘Listen now, House of David: 

are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men 

without trying the patience of my God, too? 

The Lord himself, therefore, 

will give you a sign. 

It is this: the maiden is with child 

and will soon give birth to a son 

whom she will call Immanuel, 

a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ 

 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

 Responsorial Psalm  Ps 23:1-6. R.  

      
     Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.   
  

     The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness,  

the world and all its peoples. 

It is he who set it on the seas; 

on the waters he made it firm.  

     Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.   



     Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord?  

Who shall stand in his holy place? 

The man with clean hands and pure heart, 

who desires not worthless things.  

 Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.   
 

     He shall receive blessings from the Lord  

and reward from the God who saves him. 

Such are the men who seek him, 

seek the face of the God of Jacob.  

    Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.   
 

Second Reading   Rom 1:1-7 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 

Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. 

From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to 

be an apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good 

News that God promised long ago through his prophets in 

the scriptures.  

This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the 

human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is 

about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, 

the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son 

of God in all his power through his resurrection from the 

dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic 

mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan na-

tions in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, 

and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who 

are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may God our 

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace. 

    

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

  

Gospel Acclamation   Mt 1:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

A virgin will give birth to a son; 

his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. 

Alleluia! 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your Spirit. 

 

Gospel   Mt 1:18-24  

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of 

David. 

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary 

was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live to-

gether she was found to be with child through the Holy 

Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and 

wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her infor-

mally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel 

of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph 

son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your 

wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy 

Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him 

Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from 

their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken 

by the Lord through the prophet: 

 

      

The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son 

and they will call him Emmanuel, 

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke 

up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: 

he took his wife to his home. 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you Lord, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________ 

                  

 

             Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

 

 

 

 

 

—————————————————————————— 

 
 

 

Oh God, who through the 

blessed Apostle John have 

unlocked  for us  the        

secrets of your Word, 

grant, we pray, that we 

may grasp  with proper                     

understanding what he 

has so   marvellously 

brought to our ears. 

Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who lives 

and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit,            

one God, forever and ever. 

Amen.  

 

Prayer to St John the Evangelist 

 

Christmas Mass Offering Envelopes are in the porch.  

These donations go directly to the Riverstone Parish. 

Please place your envelope on the 2nd collection plate. 
 

The Christmas Mass Volunteer Roster is now in the 

porch. Please place your name on the roster if you would 

like to help.  
 

Children’s Christmas Mass Rehearsal  -  please bring 

your child to the rehearsal if they would like to be        

involved in the Children’s Christmas Mass. 

Rehearsal is Wednesday 21 December  11am—12pm.  

The Children’s Christmas Mass is Saturday 24th Dec     

at 6pm.  All costumes & Props will be provided. 

 

Parish Christmas Raffle -   tickets are now available. 

$2 each or 3 for $5. There are beautiful prizes. 

 

School Holiday Fun! 

St John’s Eagles Indoor Soccer Round Robin 

Indoor Sports Centre, Corner Hamilton St and Garfield 

Rd, Riverstone Wednesday 25 January 2023. 

9.30am -2.30pm Opened to boys and girls aged 5-16  

Cost of $15 per person includes a sausage sizzle and a 

ticket for Lucky Door Prize. You may just turn up on the 

day to play. Bring your friends and enjoy the day. 
 

For Sale - The Craft Ladies are selling plants. These 

plants are displayed under the pergola. Prices are dis-

played on a sign in the area. If you would like to  pur-

chase a plant, please see Fr Zak or Jenny, from the piety 

store. 

    

Children’s Liturgy is now running during mass 

(excluding   Sunday 7am). Thank you to all of our volun-

teers, we really  appreciate your commitment. 

 

Gluten free hosts  are available for those who wish to  

receive Holy Communion. To arrange, please contact the 

parish office the week before. 

 

Tea & Coffee After Mass - Everyone is welcome, after 

Mass on Sunday mornings, in the church hall. 

                                                     

Volunteers Needed— Church cleaners needed for the 2nd 

4th & 5th weeks of the month.  

 

The Friday Prayer Group which meets at 10am will have 

their final prayer group on Fri 16th Dec followed by their 

Christmas Party. They will have a break over Christmas 

and return Fri 6th January 2023. 

                                     
                                   

Happy Birthday Fr Zakaria! 
Many blessings for the 
23rd December! 
From all of the parishioners 

    At St John’s Parish 
 

 

 

 

 
 

For those who have died: 
All Souls, John & Rosy Attard, Philip Azzopardi, 

Br Joe Byrne, Anthony Buttigieg, Sam Bugeja, 

Alex Calleja, John Cannata, John Grima,       

Alan Hoare, Maureen Muccillo, Peter Shipley, 

Chris, John & Maryann Sultana and Sultana 

family, Joe Camilleri, Domenico Pollefroni,                     

Harriet Perera, Nunziato Orlando & family, 

Procopia Family. 

 

For those who are sick: 

Especially Adrian Bugeja and those in our            

parish community.          

   

The First Church Collections plus donations from                   

Marriages, Baptisms and Funerals and goes directly       

towards supporting the various ministries of the          

Diocese of  Parramatta, including the priest salary funds.                          

 

The Second Church Collection goes directly into our         

Parish Account. This account is used for                            

administrative expenses, repairs & maintenance,              

insurance, church supplies, wages, sacrament supplies, 

SRE   resources, telephone and electricity.  

 

Thank you for supporting our parish & the Catholic Church 

 

 
Please Note: No Baptism Class in January 2023                

 

Sacraments 2023 dates will be available early Feb 2023. 

 
 
                   

 
 
 
 

 BAPTISM: We welcome Jerome Buhagiar  into 
our community and  congratulate his  family and   
friends on this special day. 

 

 

Parish Notices Prayers for our Community 

Collection Plates 

Sacraments 


