Youth Group

* Please note date change for the Youth Group Christmas
Party

The final St John’s Parish, Riverstone Youth Group
for 2025 will be held on Friday night, 21st November
at 6pm. This will also be the Youth Group Christmas
Party. All children and their friends are invited for a
fun night!

Collection Plates

The First Church Collections plus donations from
Marriages, Baptisms and Funerals goes directly towards
supporting the various ministries of the Diocese of
Parramatta, including the priest salary funds.

The Second Church Collection goes directly into our Parish
Account. This account is used for administrative expenses,
repairs & maintenance, insurance, church supplies, wages,
sacrament supplies, SRE resources, telephone and
electricity.

Thank you for supporting our parish & the Catholic Church

Foreign Coins - Please respect the request of no
foreign coins to be placed on the collection plates. Our
Parish cannot bank these coins. Thank you.
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It 1is a time for sacramental

repentance and spiritual renewal for the faithful.

Visit: parracatholic.org/jubileepilgrimage2025

Ministry Roster November 2025

Parish Funds

Your support, as always, is much appreciated.
For those wanting to make payments directly to
our bank account, these are the details:

Account Name: St John’s Catholic Church Riverstone
BSB: 067950

Account No: 00000172

Message: (First & Surname of Parishioner)

Please write your full name & the word donation in
the message section when using internet banking)

OR
Weekly Envelopes OR Tap & Go OR
Credit Card Donations OR Collection Plates at Mass

QR Code for payments directly to the Riverstone
Parish - please enter your name & description.

Piety Store

Piety Store - Opening Hours

Sundays Tuesdays
10am - 12pm 10am - 11lam

Unfortunately, piety items are not available for
purchase from the parish office.

Friday Prayer Group

Christ Catholic Community (CCC) Prayer Group
Fridays 10am

Please contact Mary Camilleri Ph 0403116987 if you would like
any further information.

Counters: A Hoare, J Shipley & V Sultana

Date Welcomers | Mass Co- Acolytes Special Readers Prayer of Children’s Choir/Power Cleaners
ordinators Ministers the Liturgy Point
Faithful
Sat 15™ L Canlas Sultana J Missio L Canlas M Sultana J Eroles Paul Sultana Team Wed
6pm A Canlas family P Canlas
Week 3
Sun 167 Volunteer R Bigeni R Bigeni A Perera P Perera None Power point
Tam
Sun 167 A Hoare R Brown D Catig S Corben S Yapa A Delara Raymond &
9am B Simon L Fox Co
Sun 16" A Hoare H Greedy | D Catig I Sprem L Bird S Corben Raymond &
10:30am W Suri J Bugeja Co
Sat 22" M Satorre Sultana J Missio S Nieves M Sultana V Sultana Paul Sultana Team Wed
6pm family L Canlas
Week 3
Sun 23" Volunteer R Bigini R Bigeni M Evans P Perera None Power point
Tam
Sun 23™ A Hoare R Brown J Teuma E Abendan M Camil- J Sullivan Rondalla
9am J Boemi leri S Brown Choir
Sun 23" A Hoare H Greedy D Catig N D’Souza D Gorkic S Corben Raymond &
10:30am M Macatangay J Bugeja Co

Thank you to all of our parishioners who have committed to their Ministry. If not available, please contact another parishioner or contact the Parish office.

St John The Evangelist
Catholic Church
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offering hope and help for all in need

Parish Priest:
Deacon:

Fr Zakaria Gayed
Rev. Dr. Michael Tan
Parish Secretary: Melissa Spence

Parish Manager: Tony Brooker

Parish Office: Mon —Fri
Hours: 9am-2pm
Phone: 9627-1176

Email:  stjohns10@bigpond.com

Website: www.stjohnsriverstone.org.au

Address: 164 Garfield Rd East,
Riverstone NSW 2765

St Johns Primary School: 9854-3200

Principal: Mrs Jane Misek

Weekend Mass Times

Saturday Vigil 6pm

Sunday Morning 7am, 9am & 10:30am

Weekday & Morning Mass Times

Monday Communion Service 8:30am

Tuesday-Saturday 8:30am

First Friday

Anointing Mass
First Saturday of each month at 8:30am

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for
Vocations

Tuesday after 8:30am Mass

Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help
Wednesday after 8:30am Mass

Mass, Benediction & Rosary
Friday 8:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession

Saturday 4:30pm - 5:30pm
Prayer Group
Friday 10am

8:30am & 7:30pm

Marriage

Please give 6 months notice

Baptism -

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 12pm
Baptism Information Night

First Tuesday of each month at 7pm
Marriage & Baptism

By arrangement during office hours

16 November 2025

'33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year C

First Reading Malachi 3:19-20
A reading from the prophet Malachi

The sun of righteousness will shine on you.

The day is coming now, burning like a furnace; and all the
arrogant and the evil-doers will be like stubble. The day
that is coming is going to burn them up, says the Lord of
hosts, leaving them neither root nor stalk. But for you who
fear my name, the sun of righteousness will shine out with
healing in its rays.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 97:5-9. R. see v.9

The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music.

With trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord.

The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

Let the sea and all within it, thunder;
the world, and all its peoples.

Let the rivers clap their hands

and the hills ring out their joy

at the presence of the Lord.

The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.

For the Lord comes,

he comes to rule the earth.

He will rule the world with justice
and the peoples with fairness.

The Lord comes to rule the earth with justice.


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=4f5104ed2b7290e9&rlz=1C1ONGR_en-GBAU979AU979&q=sacramental+repentance&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiUysytg5GQAxVEc_UHHfhNBgwQxccNegUIgwEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfAUvvmkoB52zK6fTg9pATxhtg9HKsuZkvannSew2zcWxTUFjiXyKX_uANIrrfl9fnan4C8t80D_lGzLmoBQ0
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=4f5104ed2b7290e9&rlz=1C1ONGR_en-GBAU979AU979&q=sacramental+repentance&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiUysytg5GQAxVEc_UHHfhNBgwQxccNegUIgwEQAQ&mstk=AUtExfAUvvmkoB52zK6fTg9pATxhtg9HKsuZkvannSew2zcWxTUFjiXyKX_uANIrrfl9fnan4C8t80D_lGzLmoBQ0

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3°7-12

A reading from the second letter of St Paul to the
Thessalonians

Do not give anyone food who refuses to work.

You know how you are supposed to imitate us: now we
were not idle when we were with you, nor did we ever
have our meals at anyone’s table without paying for them;
no, we worked night and day, slaving and straining, so as
not to be a burden on any of you. This was not because we
had no right to be, but in order to make ourselves an
example for you to follow.

We gave you a rule when we were with you: not to let
anyone have any food if he refused to do any work. Now
we hear that there are some of you who are living in
idleness, doing no work themselves but interfering with
everyone else’s. In the Lord Jesus Christ, we order and
call on people of this kind to go on quietly working and
earning the food that they eat.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Luke 21:28

Alleluia, alleluia!
Lift up your heads and see;

your redemption is near at hand.
Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 21:5-19
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

Your endurance will win you your life.

When some were talking about the Temple, remarking
how it was adorned with fine stonework and votive offer-
ings, Jesus said, ‘All these things you are staring at now —
the time will come when not a single stone will be left on
another: everything will be destroyed.” And they put to
him this question: ‘Master,” they said, ‘when will this hap-
pen, then, and what sign will there be that this is about to
take place?

‘Take care not to be deceived,” he said, ‘because many will
come using my name and saying, “I am he” and, “The time
is near at hand.” Refuse to join them. And when you hear
of wars and revolutions, do not be frightened, for this is
something that must happen but the end is not soon.’
Then he said to them, ‘Nation will fight against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom. There will be great earth-
quakes and plagues and famines here and there; there
will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven.

‘But before all this happens, men will seize you and perse-
cute you; they will hand you over to the synagogues and to
imprisonment, and bring you before kings and governors
because of my name — and that will be your opportunity to
bear witness. Keep this carefully in mind: you are not to
prepare your defence, because I myself shall give you an
eloquence and a wisdom that none of your opponents will
be able to resist or contradict. You will be betrayed even
by parents and brothers, relations and friends; and some
of you will be put to death. You will be hated by all men on
account of my name, but not a hair of your head will be
lost. Your endurance will win you your lives.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible,
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968. All rights reserved.

Today is World Day of the Poor.

The theme is based on Pope Leo XIV's message, "You are my hope,”
and it encourages Christians to act with compassion and solidarity.
The day also serves as a reminder that the poor are "creative subjects
who challenge us to find new ways of living out the Gospel”.

The season of Advent 1s upon us.

In anticipation for the coming of Jesus, let us
prepare our hearts through reflection and
prayer. dJoin us!

We will be holding Parish Advent Reflection
sessions weekly commencing Saturday, November 29th
2025, at 10am in the Galilee Room. The sessions will be
at 10am on the following Saturdays 29/11, 06/12, 13/12
and 20/12. Please ring Shelly on 0421610826 or the
Parish Office to register your interest.

N All parishioners of St John’s
UL RIS IR Parish, Riverstone are encour-
. CONCERT.AND .
O LR LIr e 2ced to attend the combined
Loda® ¢ Uiy ¥ Christmas Carols in the
jl grounds of the St John’s
Primary School, Riverstone
on:
Thursday 4th December
B iy L at 6pm.
Thursday 4" December 6pm
St John's Primary School Riverstone

Save the Date: St John the Evangelist Parish, Riverstone
Christmas Party for all Volunteers and all parishioners!

Wednesday the 10th December at 6pm in the Parish
Centre.

Masses & Feasts

Mon 17 Nov St Elizabeth of Hungary

Fri 21 Nov The Presentation of the Blessed
Virgin Mary 8:30am Mass

Sat 22 Nov St Cecilia

Prayer to St John the Evangelist

Oh God, who through
the blessed Apostle John = 5 7501
have unlocked for us the
secrets of your Word,
grant, we pray, that we
may grasp with proper
understanding what he
has so marvellously
brought to our ears.
Through our Lord Jesus
Christ, your Son, who
lives and reigns with
you in the unity of the
Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever. Amen.

the Gvangelist
2

Parish Notices Prayers for our Community

Please respect the Blessed Eucharist. Please receive the
Eucharist on the tongue. If you still wish to take it in
your hand, stay and consume it in front of the Priest or
Eucharistic Minister. If you are a non-Catholic or a
young child, you may receive a blessing instead. Please
place your arms across your chest to receive a blessing.

Christmas Raffle Tickets - tickets are on sale, outside our
church, from this weekend. Tickets are $2 each or 3 for
$5. Great Prizes! Please support our Parish as all profit
will go directly to our Parish.

For Sale at the Piety Store:

Gods Word 2026 $24 per copy.

Columban Calendar 2026 $10 per copy. Please pick up
your copy at the Piety Store after the 9am and 10:30am
Sunday Masses.

Help Needed —anyone who would like to share their free
time to make our beautiful church clean and bright every
fortnight on a Saturday at 10am? Please contact:

Annie Ph 0449862318 Nneka Ph 0410670601

120 Year Celebration - We are now accepting new orders
for plaques for our cross. Forms can be found in the foyer
of the church. Please complete the form and return to the
parish office. Thank you.

St John’s Parish Return & Earn - every 2nd
Sunday of the month. Our St John’s Parish
weam  Council requests that you bring your bottles and
cans in a garbage bag. Please drop off your bag
under the carport in the Parish Centre. Our
Parish Council members will then Return and
Earn with all monies going directly to the
Riverstone Parish.
Next Collection - Sunday 14 December
If you bring any glass bottles, please pack
separately in a cardboard box—=6 per box, to avoid glass
breaking. Please see picture. Thank you.

RCIA

Our Parish has 1 catechumen and 2 candidates for our
RCIA program this year. We would like you to keep our
catechumen and candidates in your prayers as they
begin their journey to become Catholic.

Bishop’s Christmas Appeal 22nd and 23rd November —
supporting Catholic Care Grief and Loss Counselling
Christmas is drawing near, and with it the promise that
God is with us. For many in Western Sydney and the
Blue Mountains, that promise is needed right

now. Many individuals and families are carrying

grief, stress and uncertainty — wrestling with the rising
cost-of-living, unstable work and the heartbreak of losing
a loved one. Your generosity is the way to open the doors
of hope for the broken-hearted ensuring that no one in
our community grieves alone.

Envelopes will be provided.

November Mass Offerings
All masses during the month of November will be

T

offered for those listed on the November envelopes.
The List can be found during the month of November in
the book on the lectern near the Altar.

Envelopes are still available in the porch.

Please note that the list will be updated once a week,
during the month of November.

For those parishioners who are new to our Parish, please
note that No Memorials or Anniversaries will be mentioned
during any Masses during the month of November. Instead
parishioners will keep all of the deceased names that are
listed in the book in their prayers.

For those who are sick:

Especially Adrian Bugeja, Carlos & Frances Saliba, Maria
Pisto, Tony & Freda Attard, Margaret Galea, Belinda
Grgic, Lucia Musico, Dominic & Angela Schembri, Maureen
Meryment, John & Janice Padernia, Helen Batih, Kerry
Duffy, Theresa Bye, and those in our parish community.

Diocese of Parramatta

Wednesday 19 November: Creating a sense of welcome and be-
longing in our Parishes is always vital, but heading into the
Advent and Christmas seasons we have a special opportunity to
make a mission plan to welcome holiday guests, extended family
and total newcomers to our Catholic communities. Donnie Velasco
will share the best research and insights on creating belonging
and resources for your community to use this year. Get in touch

with the team via met@patracatholic.org

Parish Council/Pastoral Council

Do you have a gift? Our Parish gives us the gift of
community, a sense of belonging, to not only God, but our
Parish. If you think about it, you may have a gift that you
can share within our Parish Community.

Do you have a gift you can share with our Parish?

Please register directly for training or for other convenient
dates and locations by clicking on the training event
at: https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?

series=safeguarding-training.
For more information, please

email: safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

Sacraments

Sacramental Program - Confirmation

Lesson 5 - Parent & Child & Church Practice

Tues 18th Nov at 7pm in the Galilee Room.

The Sacrament of Confirmation Celebration will be
celebrated Friday 21 November at 7pm at the Riverstone
Parish.

Sacramental Coordinator Rosanna Ph: 0428766727
or emalil: sacraments10@outlook.com.au

Baptism Classes - The next Baptism Class:
Tuesday 2nd December 2025 at 7pm in the Church Hall.
There will be no class in January 2026.


https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=fde8e1c91dfdf3f9&rlz=1C1ONGR_en-GBAU979AU979&q=Pope+Leo+XIV&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi93IKc3OiQAxVKcPUHHU8bMm4QxccNegQIPBAC&mstk=AUtExfBhNduq0OBtPdXPr2YT_CMSQxPtolIbrIYzgGenYZ_4LoZ3RulNU4DACftBbsZx5GEkl0sxN7_QgCbt_UBcBmSXwhLvhWhsb
mailto:met@parracatholic.org
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-training
https://parracatholic.org/connect/events/?series=safeguarding-training
mailto:safeguardingtraining@parracatholic.org

