
Your support, as always, is much appreciated.        

For those wanting to make payments directly to     

our bank account, these are the details: 

Account Name: St John’s Catholic Church Riverstone 

BSB: 067950 

Account No: 00000172 

Message: (First & Surname of Parishioner) 

Please write your full name & the word donation in 
the message section when using internet banking) 

 

 

OR             

Weekly Envelopes OR Tap & Go OR 

Credit Card Donations OR Collection Plates at Mass 

QR Code for payments directly to the Riverstone 

Parish - please enter your name & description.  

 

Piety Store - Opening Hours 

Sundays                                  Tuesdays 

10am -  12pm                         10am - 11am 

Unfortunately, piety items are not available for             

purchase from the parish office.       
 

Youth Group Parish Funds 

 

Ministry Roster September 2025 

Piety Store 

The First Church Collections plus donations from                   

Marriages, Baptisms and Funerals goes directly towards 

supporting the various ministries of the Diocese of               

Parramatta, including the priest salary funds.     

The Second Church Collection goes directly into our Parish 

Account. This account is used for administrative expenses, 

repairs & maintenance,  insurance, church supplies, wages, 

sacrament supplies, SRE  resources, telephone and            

electricity.  

Thank you for supporting our parish & the Catholic Church 

Foreign Coins  -  Please respect the request of no     

foreign coins to be placed on the collection plates. Our 

Parish cannot bank these coins. Thank you. 

                                            

Christ Catholic Community (CCC) Prayer Group                               

Fridays  10am 

Please contact Mary Camilleri Ph 0403116987 if you would like 

any further  information.                                                                                                    

 

Counters: A Hoare & J Shipley  

Friday Prayer Group 

        St John’s Parish Riverstone Youth Group 

All school-aged children are invited to join us for an 

exciting and faith-filled time with friends, for fun        

activities that bring us closer to Jesus! Bring a friend 

and an open heart—we can’t wait to see you there!         

The next Youth Group gathering will be:                                 

               Friday 19th September at 6pm   

                      

Date Welcom-
ers 

Mass Co-
ordinators 

Acolytes Special 
Ministers 

Readers Prayer of 
the 
Faithful 

Children’s 
Liturgy 

Choir/Power 
Point 

Cleaners 

Collection Plates 

Jubilee 2025 
  

Jubilee 2025 

Adult Jubilee             7—25 September 2025 

Posters and Flyers can be found in the church 

foyer and on our noticeboard.                              

          Use the QR code for more  information.                   

Visit: parracatholic.org/jubileepilgrimage2025 

Sat 6th   
6pm 
Week 1 

Volunteer Sultana 
family 

J Missio  M Sultana 
  
 

 M Sultana M Galati Jenchris & Co Team Wed 

Sun 7th 
June 
7am 

Volunteer     V  Bonnici 
 F  Bonnici 

C Wickman 
A Perera 

P Perera None Power point   

Sun 7th 
9am 

Volunteer R Brown D Catig J Sullivan 
P Sullivan 

V Sultana 
L Fernandez 

G Fernan-
dez 

S Yapa 
L Fox 

San Pedro 
Calungsod 

  

Sun 7th 
10:30am 

Volunteer H Greedy D Catig J Sultana 
S Nobleza 

I Sprem 
L Macatangay 

S Suri   Raymond & 
Co 

 

Sat 13th 
 6pm 
Week 2 

Volunteer Sultana 
Family 

    S Nierves M Sultana L Canlas Paul Sultana Team Wed 

Sun 14th 
 7am 

Volunteer       C Wickman 
A Perera 

P Perera None Power Point   

Sun 14th 
  9am 

Volunteer R Brown J Teuma   K Amanda 
N Tsui 

 D Thomas A Bram-
phen 
? 

Nonoy & Tina   

Sun 14th 
10:30am 

Volunteer H Greedy 
  

D Catig   J Sultana 
M Syme 

S Nobleza S Corben 
J Bugeja 

   

Marriage 

Please give 6 months notice 

Baptism -  

2nd & 4th Sunday of the month at 12pm 

Baptism Information Night 

First Tuesday of each month at 7pm 

Marriage & Baptism 

By arrangement during office hours 

St John The Evangelist 

Catholic Church 

Riverstone 

 
A spiritual home for the community 

 offering hope and help for all in need 

Parish Priest:              Fr Zakaria Gayed 

Deacon:                        Rev. Dr. Michael Tan 

Parish Secretary:        Melissa Spence 

Parish Manager:          Tony Brooker 

Parish Office:               Mon –Fri 

Hours:                          9am-2pm 

Phone:      9627-1176  

Email:      stjohns10@bigpond.com 

Website:   www.stjohnsriverstone.org.au 

Address:  164 Garfield Rd East,  

 Riverstone NSW 2765 

St Johns Primary School:  9854-3200 

Principal:                            Mrs Jane Misek 

Weekend Mass Times 

Saturday Vigil 6pm 

Sunday Morning 7am, 9am & 10:30am 

Weekday & Morning Mass Times 

Monday Communion Service  8:30am 

Tuesday-Saturday                   8:30am 

First Friday                  8:30am & 7:30pm 

Anointing Mass 

First Saturday of each month at 8:30am 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament for  

Vocations 

Tuesday after 8:30am Mass 

Novena to Mother of Perpetual Help 

Wednesday after 8:30am Mass 

Mass, Benediction & Rosary 

Friday 8:30am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confession 

Saturday   4:30pm - 5:30pm 

Prayer Group 

Friday  10am 

7 September 2025  

Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year C 

First Reading  Wisdom 9:13-18 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 

Who can comprehend the will of God? 
What man can know the intentions of God? 

Who can divine the will of the Lord? 

The reasonings of mortals are unsure 

and our intentions unstable; 

for a perishable body presses down the soul, 

and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 

It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 

laborious to know what lies within our reach; 

who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 

As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you 

not granted Wisdom 

and sent your holy spirit from above? 

Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened 

and men been taught what pleases you, 

and saved, by Wisdom. 

The word of the Lord.     

Thanks be to God 

 

Responsorial Psalm  Ps 89:3-6. 12-14. 17. R. v.1 

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

  

      You turn men back into dust  

and say: ‘Go back, sons of men.’ 

To your eyes a thousand years 

are like yesterday, come and gone, 

no more than a watch in the night.  

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 



      You sweep men away like a dream,  

like grass which springs up in the morning. 

In the morning it springs up and flowers: 

by evening it withers and fades.  

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

 Make us know the shortness of our life  

that we may gain wisdom of heart. 

Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 

Show pity to your servants.  

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

 In the morning, fill us with your love;  

we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 

Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 

give success to the work of our hands.  

In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 

 

Second Reading  Philemon 12-17:Phlm 9-10, 12-17 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Philemon 

Receive him, not as a slave anymore, but as a very dear 
brother. 
This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, 

still a prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a 

child of mine, whose father I became while wearing these 

chains: I mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, 

and with him – I could say – a part of my own self. I 

should have liked to keep him with me; he could have 

been a substitute for you, to help me while I am in the 

chains that the Good News has brought me. However, I 

did not want to do anything without your consent; it 

would have been forcing your act of kindness, which 

should be spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of 

Onesimus for a time, but it was only so that you could 

have him back for ever, not as a slave any more, but  

something much better than a slave, a dear brother;         

especially dear to me, but how much more to you, as a 

blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if all 

that we have in common means anything to you, welcome 

him as you would me. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation   

Alleluia, alleluia! 

Let your face shine on your servant, 

and teach me your laws. 

Alleluia! 

Gospel   Luke 14:25-33 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 

All who do not renounce their possessions cannot be my 
disciples. 
 

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he 

turned and spoke to them. ‘If any man comes to me       

without hating his father, mother, wife, children, brothers, 

sisters, yes and his own life too, he cannot be my disciple. 

Anyone who does not carry his cross and come after me 

cannot be my disciple. 

‘And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, 

would not first sit down and work out the cost to see if he 

had enough to complete it?  

Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and then found  

himself unable to finish the work, the onlookers would 

all start making fun of him and saying, “Here is a man 

who started to build and was unable to finish.” Or again, 

what king marching to war against another king would 

not first sit down and consider whether with ten         

thousand men he could stand up to the other who        

advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, 

then while the other king was still a long way off, he 

would send envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, 

none of you can be my disciple unless he gives up all his 

possessions.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.                                                                       
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ    

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Today, we thank God for the gift of 

fathers. May He bless all fathers with 

strength, wisdom, and love, and guide 

them in their sacred role as leaders 

of their families. We remember those 

fathers who have passed and those in 

need of  God's special grace.                       

 

May God bless all fathers today and always.                                                                                     

Fr Zakaria, Fr Andrew & the Parish Team 

____________________________________________________ 

Please save the Date:  

Our Parish will celebrate the                       

Feast of St John the Evangelist on 

Sunday the 12th October.                                                                                                     

 

                   Additional information will be shared soon.    

Mon    8 Sept     The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Sat     13 Sept    St John Chrysostom 

 

Oh God, who through the 

blessed Apostle John 

have unlocked for us the          

secrets of your Word, 

grant, we pray,  that we 

may grasp with proper  

understanding what he 

has so marvellously 

brought to our ears. 

Through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son, who 

lives and reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit,  one God, forever 

and ever. Amen.  

Masses & Feasts 

Prayer to St John the Evangelist 

Last Chance - Fathers Day Raffle Tickets . Prizes drawn 

after the 10:30am Mass on Fathers Day. Thank you to 

those who have purchased tickets.   

 

Altar Server Practice -  If your school-aged child is              

interested in becoming an Altar Server during Masses at 

our Parish, please come to the practice on Thursday 25th 

September at 3pm. Please meet Fr Zakaria under the 

pergola. Please register your child’s name at the Parish 

Office on Ph 96271176.                                                                                 

 

Please save the date!  St John’s Eagles Indoor    

Soccer  Gala Day will be on the first Wednesday of 

the next school holidays. Wednesday 1st October 

2025. This gala day is for school-aged children and will 

be held at the Riverstone Indoor Centre, across the road 

from this church. The cost is $15 per child for the day, 

including a sausage sizzle and a ticket for the lucky door 

prize.  Please take a flyer home from the church foyer. 

 

Volunteer Welcomers -  our Parish will need welcomers 

to hand out the bulletins as parishioners enter the 

church. Please contact the Parish Office to add your 

name to the Roster.  

 

St John’s Parish Return & Earn - every                           

2nd Sunday of the month.  Our  St John’s Parish 

Council requests that you  bring your bottles and 

cans in a garbage bag. Please drop off your bag 

under the carport in the Parish  Centre. Our     

Parish Council members will then Return and 

Earn with all  monies going directly to the Riverstone 

Parish.                                                                              

The first collection - this Sunday 14th September.  

Next Parish Council Meeting:                                                  

Wednesday 1st October 7:30pm - Parish Hall 

Do you have a gift? Our Parish gives us the gift of          

community, a sense of belonging, to not only God, but  

our Parish. If you think about it, you may have a gift 

that you can share within our Parish Community.  

Do you have a gift you can share with our Parish? 

Our Parish has 1 catechumen and 2 candidates for our 

RCIA program this year. We would like to keep our             

catechumen and candidates in our  prayers as they begin 

their journey to become a Catholic. 

Bishop's Father’s Day Appeal 6 & 7 September -                     

Please place envelopes in any of the collection plates   

during the Mass. This Father’s Day Appeal supports the 

retired and unwell priests in our Diocese – the spiritual 

fathers of our community. Please give generously to this 

appeal. 

     Deceased Mass Offerings -  
All Souls, All Souls in Purgatory, Forgotten Souls      

 in Purgatory, All Abandoned Souls,            

Pope Francis, John & Rosy Attard, Philip Azzopardi,         

Br Joe Byrne, Anthony Buttigieg, Sam Bugeja, Alex 

Calleja, John Cannata, John Grima, Alan Hoare, 

Maureen Muccillo, Peter Shipley, Joseph Sultana, Chris, 

John, Maryann Sultana & Sultana family, John, Michael,        

Angelo, Clementina & Leanne Sultana & Sultana family, 

Maria & Nicholas Gatt, Joseph Jack Sultana, Michael 

Agius, John Jim Galea, Joseph Santi, Zeno Sartori,             

Harriot Perera, Antun Prsa, Antun Grgic, Marija Ritlop, 

Joe Camilleri, Charles & Teresa Camilleri,  Mary Polgar, 

Victor Gatt, Angelo Attard, Catherine & Rex Kodippily, 

Joesph & Sam Mercieca, Emmanuel Sultana and  Pedro 

Marcelo 

For those who are sick: 
Especially Adrian Bugeja, Carlos & Frances Saliba, Maria 

Pisto, Tony & Freda Attard, Margaret Galea, Belinda 

Grgic, Lucia Musico, Dominic & Angela Schembri, Maureen 

Meryment, John & Janice Padernia, Helen Batih, Kerry 

Duffy and those in our parish community. 

_______________________________________________________ 

 
Please respect the Blessed Eucharist. Please receive the              

Eucharist on the tongue. If you still  wish to take it in your hand, 

stay and consume it in front  of the Priest or Eucharistic Minister. 

If you are a non-Catholic or a young child, you may receive a 

blessing instead. Please place your arms across your chest to         

receive a blessing.  

_______________________________________________________ 

 

Rediscover God’s Love - Couples for Christ invites you to 

the Christian Life Program. Sundays, 1pm - 4pm at our          

St John the Evangelist Parish.                                               

Please see flyers around the church                                                                                       

For more information please contact:                                                  

Pai Ph 0447430069 

_______________________________________________________ 

 

           Please save the Date:                                           

St John’s Parish and St John’s Primary,                

Riverstone combined Christmas Carols                  

Thursday 4th December.                                   

Additional information will be shared soon.  

 

Sacramental Program -  

Our next Sacrament will be the Sacrament of                                

Confirmation. Please register by the 10th October.  

Sacramental Coordinator Rosanna Ph: 0428766727                                     

or email: sacraments10@outlook.com.au 

                                                                                                              

Baptism Classes                                                                                     

The next Baptism Class:                                                     

Tuesday 7th October 2025 at 7pm in the Church Hall.    

Prayers for our Community 

Sacraments 

Appeals 

Parish Notices 

Parish Council/Pastoral Council 

RCIA 

Return & Earn 


